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o [iMly  "ASHINGTON poST
Reporters Sue Contras for Alleged
Murder Plot

By Julia Preston called the charges “laughable.” Others named
Washangton Post Poresgn Service are in severa| different American states and
- - - Central American countries and could not be
Two American free-lance journalists reached for comment yesterday afternoon,
brought a $23.8 million civil syjt yesterday in " Renewed congressional debate is expected
3 Florida federal court against 3¢ persons in mid-June on an administration request for
said to be linked to Nicaragua’s counterrey- $100 million in aid for the contras. Opponents
olutionary rebels, alleging that they had of the Nicaraguan rebels and some disijjy,.
smuggled weapons and drugs and planned to sioned supporters have leveled charges of
assassinate a rival guerrilla leader, corruption against contra leaders in recent
The swit brought immediate, strong denials Mmonths, but U.S, government investigators
from many of the defendants nameq, have not confirmed them. STAT
The suit was filed in the U.S, District The journalists are represented by attor.

for the Southern District of Florida by ney Daniel Sheehan of the Christic Instityte
adio repocter and television cameraman a‘#ﬂﬂkmihmﬁmdedhwzrmmh
ooy \virgan and his wite, reporter Martha activities ou;‘?;"..‘f{’uu%'"”m- who owns 3
v Costa Rica. Avirgan was farm in 7orther Costa Rica near the N
setiomlywonndedinabombmg attempt carazuanborder‘l‘heauitchrgutlutﬂull
amm""“‘d"ump"tmi"m’ )omedforeamthCuban-Ameonmsup-
}984 ata preu conference in a2 jungle camp porters Rene Corvo and Felipe Vidal to orga-
In Southern Nicaragua. Light persons were nize an anti-Sandinista guerrilla force in Costa

killed in the bombing. e ;
dants are Adolfo Calero. a Rica, in violation of the U S, Neutrality Act.

top leader rebels, known as

iatance; ) _ - rebels,
-aeFde uty director of the and retired The suit alleges that Hull and others
a helped hire and’assisted a Libyan who s al-
leged to

,' . e have carrieqd out the press confer-
I deny all allegaﬂong of wrongdoing, “."d ence bombing, which Pastora has blamed on
Calero when the complaint was served on him the Nicaraguan government.
g; 2°th:“:a%':: conference held yesterday he suit also charges that Calero partic-
y S - ipated in several meetings in 1984 at which
In a statement released inWashington, attempts to kill Pastora were planned. Pas.
Singlaub blasted the 3uit as traesparently :
scurrilous, cynical and duplicitous.”
Andy Messing, head of 3 conservative aid
organization called the National Defense
Council, who was #0 named in the suit,
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decision on his request for asylum.

said in an interview that he wij]
call witnesses who have said they attended 3
meeting in Calero’s hoyse in Miami in which 5
plot against Pastora was discussed.
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